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epresent the raising of a 16,000-t

vessel, and this was accomplished

two hours and forty-two minutes

Other 1ests showea thnat witl
required freeboard of two feet, that
is, with the main deck of the dock
two feet above the water, it was
possible to raise a vessel of 18,500
tons, With cnly one foot of free-
board the lifting capacity of the
dock is 20,400 tons, and with the

deck awash, the capacity is 22,400
tons.

e Dewey

he can raise and lower herself, a

self-docking, that is,

tremendous advantage, especially at
sea, when the dock can be sunk into
the waves and escape a hurricane
that might drag her from her course,
retard the speed of the colliers, or,
perhaps, tear asunder the almost im-
pregnable tow lines that hold her.
‘he docking process, that is, the
lifting and lowering, is conducted
by steam power. The Dewey is
unequaled in her equipment of
boilers, engines, pumps, feed-water
heaters, steam separators, and other
auxiliaries that go 10 make up the
equipment of a floating drydock.
This plant is of 600-horsepower, A
small machine shop, suitable for re-

pairs to the dock, especially while
at sea, is installed in one side wall.

Storage has been provided for fuel

and fresh water sufficient for two ~

successive dockings of the maximum
load.
The dock is also equipped with a
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th of the tow lines
( If miles is regard-
ed to guard against

a heavy sea, and

even with this, big towing bits,
with pneumatic cushions, have bheen
placed in the colliers to reduce the
chance of breaking the cables

That the Dewev dock is the peer

aff s ¢can be readily seen

llowing comparisons:

The Bermuda dock, built in Eng-
land and now a part of the equip-
ment of the British na
the Bermuda Islands, has a lifting
capacity of 16,500 tons; the Aus-

trian dock at Pola is rated at 15,-

al station at

000 tons; the German dock at Stet-
tin has a capacity of 11,000 tons, and
the Pensacola dock, owned by the
United Government, but
which was formerly owned by Spain
and was a part of the naval equip-
ment at the port of Havana, Cuba,
has a capacity of 10,000 tons.

The nearest approach to the
Dewey in this country is the dock
now stationed at A r , Which
has a lifting capacity of less than
16,000 tons.

If the Dewey reaches her destina-
tion in the Philippines safely Uncle
Sam will have accomplished a tow-
ing feat never before attempted in
the history of navigation.
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